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FCRW Board Meetings: 

 
Are held on the second 
Thursday of the month 
at La Grange City Hall,  
155 E. Colorado, 
starting at 2 PM. 
 

All members are 
welcome to attend and 

provide input. 
 
 

“InfluencIng Texans Through educaTIon” 

 

FCRW Members & Associates, 
We didn’t see the ‘red wave’ I 
was hoping for in the midterm 
elections. Regardless, I want to 
THANK all those who have 
served with me on the executive 
board these last 2 years 
demonstrating their commitment 
to our cause. Many of us wore 
multiple hats to ensure our 
goals were accomplished and I 
appreciate you very much. 
Congratulations to the newly 
elected officers. I also want to 

 FCRW President’s Message 

 

Recapping our 4th Quarter Monthly Meetings 

 Oct. 20 – Meeting was held 
at the La Grange City Hall. 
Our speaker was Zack Ezer, a 
manufacturer representative 
in the firearms industry. He 
gave a historical account of 
the 2nd Amendment; 
described the gun industry as 
a $70 billion industry which 
generates $8 billion in taxes; 
explained  in detail multiple 
governmental gun legislation 
and how the “rules” and laws 
change constantly as does 
gun engineering. Zack told us 
several ways to actively 
support the 2nd Amendment.  

THANK the members and 
associates who faithfully attended 
our general meetings. Kimberley 
and Carmela introduced us to 
many excellent program 
speakers. THANK YOU to all 
those who participated in our 
various activities such as 
parades, the county fairs, the 
fundraisers, book donations to 
public libraries, and dictionaries to 
all third graders in Fayette 
County. Our purpose to “influence 
Texans through education” is 
ongoing. 
Many thanks to our membership 
chair, Hillary, and her business 
website manager for getting the 
FCRW website going. Also, 
thanks to an industrious and 
successful fundraising committee, 
we were able to fund ads in the 
county paper prior to the midterm 
elections and donate to several 
Republican candidates in the 
midterms.  

In the November 2022 publication 
of Hillsdale College, Imprimis, 
Larry P. Arnn, President, Hillsdale 
College stated “the key political 
contest of our time” is between 
“parents and people who make an 
independent living and the 
administrative state.” Children must 
never become “assets” in any 
social engineering project of an 
educational bureaucracy for the 
purpose of rearranging society or 
government. Mr. Arnn also wrote, 
“Education is fundamental, and it 
has changed radically. This has 
changed everything else… It is our 
duty to defend our American way 
of life.” The greatness of a nation 
can only be measured by the virtue 
of its freedom and the integrity of 
its authority. Encourage one 
another to grow in Grace and 
knowledge of Jesus Christ daily. 
Where the spirit of the Lord is, 
there is freedom. 

Cindy Rodibaugh, 

Outgoing President 

 
  
 

Nov. 17 - Stephine 
Holderfield, Executive 
 Director of Harris County, 
County Citizens for 
Defending Freedom 
Group. She served in the 
Trump Administration. Her 
organization helps private 
citizens who are involved 
in legal or constitutional 
battles with their local 
government, school 
boards, etc.. She was 
remarkably interesting and 
informative. 
Also, a  quorum of FCRW 
members voted to 

approve the 2023 slate of 
officers. 

Dec. 2 – Our annual 
Christmas party and 
officer induction 
ceremony was held at 
Frisch Auf! Valley Country 
Club. See article in this 
newsletter for details! 
 

Next MEETING: 
Jan. 19, 2023, 6:00 PM at  
La Grange City Hall 
Speaker: TBD 
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FCRW Literacy Chair, Patsy Parker, did an 
excellent job of coordinating with the 
elementary schools and private homeschool 
organizations to determine the number of third 
graders enrolled this year. She then scheduled 
dates and times for presentations of an 
encyclopedic dictionary to each student. FCRW 
members assisted Patsy with deliveries and 
presentations. Thank You, Patsy. GREATJOB!  

 
Flatonia. Cindy Rodibaugh helped Patsy with 
delivery and presentation.  
 

No pictures but Dianne Singletary helped with 
Round Top; Jamie & Reagan Moreau, Fayetteville; 
Peggy Brisgill and Mike & Linda Gatlin, La Grange. 

Literacy  Chair Completes Dictionary Presentations 

  

 
Above: Homeschool students. Brianne 
Bernsen assisted Patsy. 
 
Below: Santa Rosa Lima 

 

 
Above: Sacred Heart.. Peggy Brisgill helped. 

 
 
 
  

FCRW “FREEDOM MATTERS” Entry in Czhilispiel Parade 

 

FCRW President Cindy Rodibaugh organized our FCRW entry in the Czhilispiel parade in 

Flatonia near the end of October. Pictured below are Cindy Rodibaugh, Reagan, Lincoln, 

Jamie, and Madison Moreau. We appreciate their effort to get out and represent Republicans.  

 

All of us must make every effort to 
show our support for conservative 
values and our constitutional rights. 
We must not be afraid to voice our 
opinions and stand up for what is 
right. The DEMS have relied on the 
timidity and apathy of conservative 
voters for far too long. From now on 
we must push back on their 
attempts to shove their “woke” 
agenda upon us. We must show 
them we will not cave to their liberal, 
socialist, out-of-control government 
dictates and spending. Republicans 
must take back control in 2024. 
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Kathy Gray 
assisted 
Patsy in 
Schulenburg.  
 

OOPS! No 
pictures of 
Round Top,  
La Grange or 
Fayetteville. 
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Another Successful FCRW Fundraiser! 
 
Congratulations to the members of our 2022 Fundraiser Committee: Rita Dernehl, Fundraiser Chair, 
Debra Eguizabal, Carmela Atwood, Barbara Appelt, and Deborah Frank, as well as the MANY members 
who also worked the fundraiser booth this fall. Through their efforts at both the Spring and Fall Antiques 
shows in Warrenton, FCRW netted just under $15,000 to be used for future FCRW literacy projects, 
candidate support, community activities, etc. We were required to have our booth open 9 am to 6 pm for a 
total of 17 days. During the Fall show, we offered coffee and locally sourced pastries and sausage dogs, 
which were a big hit. The booth was also utilized as the FCRP Republican Campaign Headquarters and 
workers distributed candidate signs, koozies, and push cards to many visitors. Some had said they could  
not get Abbott signs where they lived and were appreciative that we had plenty of them. It was 
encouraging to see the determination and enthusiasm for Republican support from 99% of those who 
stopped by our booth. Favorite items were our monogrammed wine glasses and beer koozies, as well as 
what we put in them. We saw many repeat customers happy to buy another beer or wine to get them. 

    

 

We sold out of the koozies 
but still have a good 
supply of the wine 
glasses. We will sell them 
to members in sets of 4 for 
$20 or 6 for $25. These 
make wonderful, unique 
gifts. For non-wine 
drinkers, they are the 
perfect size for juice 
glasses.  
 
Please contact Rita 
Dernehl if you are 
interested in purchasing 
some. 713 376-9033 or 
ritadernehl@yahoo.com.  

mailto:ritadernehl@yahoo.com
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Memorials 

 FCRW lost two very special members this fall.  
On October 28, Lori Berger passed away. She called Flatonia home for 63 years. Lori was honored to serve 
as a member of the Flatonia City Council and to serve as Mayor of Flatonia from 1998 to 2006. Lori also 
served on the boards of Fayette Memorial Hospital, and St. Marks Hospital. She was co-chair of Flatonia 
Czhilispiel and parade marshal of Czhilispiel 47. She was a member of the Flatonia ISD Education Foundation 
and Flatonia Chamber of Commerce. She had been involved in several local businesses through the years 
but, most recently, she was the owner of The Wine Haus restaurant on Main Street in Flatonia. Lori was a 
Republican candidate for County Judge in the 2022 primary elections. Her civic engagement reached beyond 
Flatonia and Fayette County. Lori was a member of the Houston Livestock Show and Rodeo Committee, and 
she served on several regional and state commissions overseeing critical issues affecting rural communities, 
such as water, energy and economic development. She was truly a servant of the people. 
 
 Lori Berger                  Pat Schmidt 

     
 
Pat Schmidt, former FCRW President, Social Chair (and many other things), passed away on November 8. 
Pat was a charter member of the Fayette County Republican Women  organization, which she helped found in 
2001. She was FCRW President when I joined in 2009 and she was personally responsible for the positions I 
have held, and currently hold, in both FCRW and FCRP. Pat was also a highly active member of the Fayette 
County Republican Party, her last EC positions being Party Secretary and Precinct Chair for Warrenton. She 
worked at the Elections Administrations office for many years, helping them prepare for and work elections. 
Pat always gave her best to every project or responsibility she took on. Pat was a brave and amazing woman. 
I will miss her enthusiasm for and her dedication to Republican conservatism and simply the strong, wonderful, 
loving person she was. Her love and support for conservatism was surpassed by her love for her children and 
grandchildren, her decades-long friendships, her church, and her farm near Fayetteville. She’s with the angels. 

Deborah Frank 

2022 Elections Recap 

Now, a quick recap of 2022. It was a HIGHLY active year for politics in Fayette County. With 10 county 

positions and 1 district (judge) on the ballot. Several races had multiple Republican candidates, so we had 

a busy primary season with 3 candidate forums, and a run-off election before the end of May. Fayette 

County had a good voter turnout: 59.3% of registered voters in the Nov. 8 general election. That is very 

respectable for a mid-term election but about 10% less than we had in 2018. These turnouts reflect that 

voters appreciate how important these elections are. In Fayette County, Republicans won every race with 

OVER 80% of the votes. Now we must Focus on the Future. I encourage you to stay engaged in the 

political process and informed on how all our elected representatives are performing. We voted them into 

their positions, and we can vote them out! This includes our district, state, and U.S. office holders and 

legislators. All of them promised to support Republican values. Let’s make sure they keep their promises. 
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Cindy Rodibaugh, Pat Schmidt 
and Deborah Frank at TFRW 
convention in San Antonio. 

Pat Schmidt with Senator 
Lois Kolkhorst at Fayette 

County Fair parade 
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As our last event of the year, FCRW held our annual Christmas Party on December 2 at Frisch Auf! 
Valley Country Club with approximately 42 attendees. We had a very enjoyable evening of 
good conversations, a delicious dinner buffet, and wonderful desserts provided by several members. 
As in the past, the club was beautifully decorated for Christmas which kicked off our holiday spirit. We 
added a different twist to the party this year, having six drawings for door prizes. Each member and 
guest received a 9 oz. Republican Glass with a few goodies in a gift sack. These are the same glasses 
that were sold during our 2022 Fundraisers. We had $260 donated by a member for four of the prizes 
and the club added two sets of four glasses, as the other two prizes. Additional sets of 4 and 6 glasses 
were offered for sale in Christmas gift bags, ready for gifting. We still have some of these available for 
sale. They make great gifts to family, friends, neighbors, and fellow Republicans. As the last business 
of the year, we swore in our new officers for 2023. We had the pleasure of Leslie Fitzpatrick (former 
Republican candidate for the 3rd Court of Appeals) as our special guest. She spoke about her recent 
campaign and some upcoming court decisions which may have a huge impact across America. She 
then performed the induction ceremony. The entire evening was a very enjoyable event. 

  

  

FCRW’s Annual Christmas Party 
 

The 2023 officers and chairs: 
(L-R) Cindy Rodibaugh, 
Bylaws; Deborah Frank, 
President; Rita Dernehl, 
VP/Programs; Kathy Gray, 
Secretary; Patsy Parker, 
Literacy; Barbara Appelt,  
Campaign Activities & 
Parliamentarian; Kimberley 
Rutledge, Legislation; Debra 
Eguizabal, Membership; 
Carole Bourlon, Social. 
Not pictured: Diane Petras, 
Treasurer; Peggy Brisgill, 
Hospitality. 
 
Bottom left: Leslie Fitzpatrick 
 
Bottom right: Officer induction 
ceremony. 
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The Fayette County Republican 

Women organization is affiliated with 

the Texas Federation of Republican 

Women, and the National Federation 

of Republican Women, a body of over 

200,000 women who support 

Republican candidates and causes at 

all levels of government.  

FCRW is open to all Republican 

women (and men, as associate 

members) who care passionately 

about the conservative cause. 

Education is an important aspect of 

our mission. In support of that goal, 

we have annual activities which focus 

on education and community service. 

Our 2022 fundraiser was a booth at 

the Spring and Fall Warrenton 

Antiques Shows, which attract visitors 

nationwide. Our presence was 

appreciated by the majority of 

attendees. These fundraisers support 

our annual literacy projects, 

scholarships, and candidate 

donations. Each year FCRW donates 

select books to the four public 

About Our Organization…  
 

Fayette County Republican 
Women  

2022 Officers: 
 
President: Cindy Rodibaugh 
fcrwpres@gmail.com  
 
VP/Program Chair: Carmela 
Atwood 
catwood777@me.com   
 
Secretary: Jamie Moreau 
jamiejams30@gmail.com 

 
Treasurer: Debra Eguizabal 
cdeguiz@gmail.com 

 
FCRW 

P.O. Box 744 
La Grange, TX 78945 

 
 

Political advertising paid for by the 
Fayette County Republican Women 

PAC. 

We’re on the Web! 

Visit us at: 

www.fcrwtx.org  
 

“Like” us on Facebook! 

  

libraries in Fayette County in the 

spring and an encyclopedic dictionary 

to each third grader in Fayette County 

in the fall. In 2011, we initiated our 

FCRW scholarship program which 

recognized one graduating senior girl 

in each of the five high schools in 

Fayette County. With those 

scholarships starting at $250, we 

steadily increased the amounts to 

$800, then $1,000. In 2021 we offered 

one $5,000 scholarship to Hillsdale 

College. In 2022 we discontinued our 

scholarship program to focus on 

supporting our law enforcement 

agencies and  Republican candidates. 

We also offer pocket-size copies of the 

U. S. Constitution to everyone 

stopping by our Republican booth at 

the four-day Fayette County Fair. 

 

Please join us as we work to bring our 

Country back to conservative values 

and restore American freedoms! 

 

God Bless Texas. God Bless America. 
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“To educate a man in mind and not in morals is to educate a 

menace to society.”- Theodore Roosevelt  

 “Freedom of speech is a principal pillar of a free government; 

when this support is taken away, the constitution of a free 

society is dissolved, and tyranny is erected on its ruins.”- 

Benjamin Franklin 

mailto:fcrwpres@gmail.com
mailto:catwood777@me.com
mailto:jamiejams30@gmail.com
mailto:cdeguiz@gmail.com
http://www.fcrwtx.org/

