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“InfluencIng Texans Through educaTIon” 

 

FCRW Members, 
Our organization was 
very busy this third 
quarter. In these past 
3 months we 
organized a 
Republican entry in 
the Round Top 4th of 
July parade; we 
hosted a Republican 

From Deborah Frank, FCRW President 

 

Revisiting our 3rd Quarter Monthly Meetings 

 July – As in the past 
several years, no general 
meeting was scheduled for 
July due to vacations and 
FCRW’s participation in the 
Round Top 4th of July 
parade.   

 Aug. 16 meeting– Held at 
La Grange city hall, our 
speaker was Joan C. 
Somma, a member of T-
FIRE (Texans for Immi-
gration Reduction and 
Enforcement), who spoke 
on “The Price We Pay” for 
illegal aliens in schooling, 
welfare, even health issues 
such as drug-resistant 

booth for 4 days at the 
Fayette County Fair; we had 
a Republican entry in the FC 
Fair parade;  we arranged 
for the rental and staffing of 
a FC Republican Campaign 
headquarters near 
downtown La Grange, 
where we are distributing 
campaign signs and  
candidate materials until 
the Nov. 6 election.  
Meanwhile, we have been 
working very hard on this 
year’s Boots & Bling 
fundraiser event, which will 
take place Saturday, Oct. 20 
at the Historic Casino Hall. 

More details on these 
activities are in this 
newsletter. 
Along with all these 
activities, our Literacy 
Chairperson, Barbara 
Appelt, has coordinated 
our annual Dictionary 
Project with the 3rd grade 
teachers throughout 
Fayette County and is in 
the process of making 
those presentations. 
 
GOD BLESS TEXAS.  
GOD BLESS AMERICA. 

Deborah Frank 
 

 
 

 

Tuberculosis. The DEMs 
want to open our borders, 
expand the DACA 
program, abolish ICE and 
even Homeland Security!  
They are pouring money 
into Texas to support their 
candidates. We must be 
informed and share with 
others if we want to 
preserve Texas and 
America.       

Sep. 20 meeting – Held at 
La Grange city hall, our 
speaker was our SD18 
Committeewoman, Edee 
Sinclair who spoke on 
various topics, including 
SREC structure, her 

responsibilities, what’s 
happening with the 
Alamo, and RPT 
outreach to ethnic 
minorities. 

No Meeting in Oct.  
 
Send in your RSVP for: 
Oct. 20: “Boots & Bling” 
fundraiser at the historic 
Casino Hall in La Grange. 
 
SAVE the DATE: 
Dec.7: Christmas party & 
2019 officer inductions. 
6:30 PM at Frisch Auf! 
Country Club.  
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We had great member participation on our 
Fayette County Republican trailer at the Round 
Top 4th of July parade. William, Caitlin, and Aubrey 
Bernsen, and Cate Schmidt, Pat Schmidt’s 
granddaughter, walked the entire 4-mile parade 
route handing out 1,100 + small American flags. 
We had patriotic music playing, lots of flag-
waving, and shouts of KEEP TEXAS RED and more! 

 
 
 

Round Top 4th of July & FC Fair Parades 
 

We also had a smaller, but effective, entry in the Fayette County Fair parade on September 1st in 
downtown La Grange. The crowds in both locations were VERY enthusiastic this year, cheering and 
waving as we passed. That was wonderful to see!  
 
We staffed a Republican booth at the Fayette County Fair from Thursday, Aug. 30 through Sunday, Sep. 2. 
Thanks, again to those members who helped! 
 
Our HD13 State Rep., Ben Leman, with his wife Christie and their four children, stopped by our fair booth 
that Sunday afternoon. It was great to be able to visit with them, as well.  
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  2018 Republican Campaign Headquarters Opens 

 

Due to a very generous donation from an FCRW member, we were able to 
secure office space at 145 W. Travis, suite 105, just ½ block east of 
downtown La Grange, for our 2018 Republican Campaign Headquarters.  
We were also able to purchase 100 Ted Cruz yard signs with that 
donation. The HQ opened on Sep.18 and will remain open until Nov. 3.  
Hours of operation are Tuesdays through Fridays, 10 am - 6 pm; 
Saturdays 10 am - 2 pm. 
In addition to Cruz signs, we have signs for Michael McCaul, Sid Miller, 
Ben Leman, and several of the 3rd Court of Appeals Justices. By Sep. 26, 
were out of Cruz signs but had ordered a 100 more yards signs and 20    
4’ x 4’ fence signs. BTW, we do have to pay for the Cruz signs.  All others 
are free.  Therefore, we really appreciate how generous most folks have 
been with their FREE WILL donations, when they come in to get signs.  
 
Come get your signs!  We must get Republican VOTERS to the polls! 

 
 

FINAL UPDATE: This year’s event is only a few weeks away and preparations are coming 
along very well.  Location: Historic Casino Hall in La Grange. Date/Time: Saturday, 
October 20, 6:30 – 10 pm (check in starts at 6 pm).  Caterer: Peter’s in Ellinger will be 
serving smothered pork loin and baked chicken breast with assorted side vegetables.  
Speaker: Texas Agriculture Commissioner, Sid Miller. (He’s a HOOT!). We’re going to 
shake things up a bit this year.  We have hired a DJ and will have a small dance floor.  Lee 
Fritsch, a professional auctioneer, will conduct a live auction on a few select items.  We 
will also have a silent auction with more terrific items.  
 
Now all we need is ATTENDEES!  If you have not already sent in your RSVP and check, 
please do so ASAP.  Mail them to: FCRW, PO Box 744, La Grange, TX 78945.  
 
As a reminder, all proceeds from this fundraiser will benefit our 2019 Literacy and 
Scholarship programs.  Help us increase our scholarship amount to $1,000!! 
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Preparing for FCRW’s 2019 Officer Elections 
 

 

Along with everything else FCRW has been doing, we can’t overlook the fact that our 

officer terms will expire at the end of this year. A nomination committee was formed in 

September, consisting of Carole Bourlon, Chairperson, LaMorris Thompson, and Pat 

Schmidt. The committee has confirmed and presented the following nominees: 

 

President: Barbara Appelt 

Vice President/Program Chair: Donna Barr 

Secretary: Deborah Frank  

Treasurer: Kimberley Rutledge 
 

While Donna is a relatively new member of FCRW, she has an outstanding background of 

Republican service.  She is currently President of the Montgomery County Republican 

Women, where she and her husband, David, have relocated from. She and David live in the 

Round Top area and are active in both FCRW and the FC Republican Party. They attended 

this year’s Republican Party of Texas State Convention in San Antonio as delegates from 

Fayette County. David has volunteered to serve as Precinct Chair and work the polls in 

November.  We are blessed to have them in Fayette County, supporting our work to 

encourage Republican voters to get to the polls and VOTE REPUBLICAN in November. 

 

We would normally present our nominees at our 3rd Thursday general meeting in October. 

However, since our Boots & Bling event is scheduled for Oct. 20, we are not having a 

general meeting in October.  This notice and a follow-up email to members, will serve as 

that notification.  Of course, if anyone else wants to nominate themselves or other 

members to any of these positions, you may contact Carole Bourlon to do so. 

 

Otherwise, we will vote on the above candidates at our November 15 general meeting. 

 

 
                                   



 

 

The Republican Forum 

 

Page 5 of 6 

    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

Once again, our Literacy 
Chair, Barbara Appelt, 
has done a fantastic job 
of contacting all 7 of the 
elementary schools in 
Fayette County, as well 
as the Home School 
organization, to get their 
3rd grade headcounts, 

“You cannot legislate the poor 

into freedom by legislating the 
wealthy out of freedom. What 
one person receives without 
working for, another person 
must work for without 
receiving. The government 
cannot give to anybody 
anything that it does not first 
take from someone else. When 
half of the people get the idea 
that they do not have to work 
because the other half is going 
to take care of them, and the 
other half gets the idea that it 
does no good to work because 
somebody else is going to get 
what they work for, that is 
about the end of any nation." – 

Dr. Adrian Rogers, 1931  

Someone please explain this to Beto...    

 

 

 

 

  

ordering the encyclopedic 
dictionaries, and coordinating the 
delivery and presentation of 
those dictionaries to the 3rd 
graders. It’s amazing how 
excited the students get when 
she explains the various 
categories of information they 
can find in what is now their very 
own dictionary!  Not just spelling 
and definitions of words but 
astrology, sign language, 
information about our U.S. 
Presidents and each of our 
United States, and more. 
Barbara says this is one of the 
most rewarding FCRW activities 
she’s involved in and enjoys it 
each year. Be sure to let her 

know if you are interested in 
participating in these 
presentations next year. 
 

FCRW Literacy Chair, 
Barbara Appelt, can be 
contacted at 
bjappelt19@aol.com 

Or 361 865-2446 

 

  

 
 

 

 

mailto:bjappelt19@aol.com


 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Let us continue to pray that we overcome the Party of hate and deceit. 
We must stand strong and unified in order to save Texas and America.  

 

The Fayette County Republican 

Women organization is affiliated with 

the Texas Federation of Republican 

Women, and the National Federation of 

Republican Women, a body of over 

100,000 women who support 

Republican candidates and causes at all 

levels of government. FCRW is open to 

all Republican women and men (as 

associate members) who care 

passionately about the conservative 

cause. Education is a very important 

aspect of our mission.  In support of 

that goal, we have annual activities 

which focus on education and 

community service. We held our first 

Tribute to Women brunch in July 2010 

and continued this event annually 

through 2014. This was a non-partisan 

event with nominations accepted for 

any deserving volunteer in Fayette 

County.  Our 2017 fundraiser was a 

dinner event at The Historic Casino Hall 

in La Grange with very special key note 

speaker State Comptroller Glenn Hegar. 

These fundraisers support our annual 

literacy projects and scholarships. Each 

year we donate select books to the five 

public libraries in the spring and give 

an encyclopedic dictionary to each third 

About Our Organization…  

 
 

Fayette County Republican 
Women  

2018 Officers: 
 
President: Deborah Frank 
LoneOakHill@cvctx.com 
Cell #: 979 270-1555 
 
VP: Cindy Rodibaugh 
fcrw@devonindustries.com   
 
Secretary: Kimberley 
Rutledge 
krutledgecpa@aol.com  
 
Treasurer: Sarah 
Berckenhoff 
seberckenhoff@yahoo.com 

FCRW 
P.O. Box 744 

La Grange, TX 78945 
 

Political advertising paid for by the 
Fayette County Republican Women 

PAC. 
  

We’re on the web! 
Visit us at: 

www.FCRWTX.org  
 

“Like” us on Facebook! 

grader in Fayette County in the fall.  In 

2011, we initiated our annual FCRW 

scholarship program. Scholarships are 

awarded to one graduating senior girl in 

each of the five high schools in Fayette 

County.  Initially offering $250, in 2017 

we were able to offer $800 scholarships. 

Beginning in 2013, we offer pocket-size 

copies of the U. S. Constitution to 

everyone stopping by our Republican 

booth at the four-day Fayette County 

Fair, held over Labor Day weekend. In 

addition, last year FCRW donated $4,000 

to Fayette county law enforcement 

agencies for protective vests in the 

spring and contributed $1,500 to flood 

relief efforts in Fayette County last fall. 

 

Please join us as we work to bring our 

Country back to conservative values, 

protect our families, and restore 

American freedoms for the next 

generation! 

 

God Bless Texas. God Bless America. 
 

For more information about our organization, 

visit our web site: www.FCRWTX.org . 
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