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Hello, fellow conservatives. To kick 

off 2012, I want to recap 2011, 

which was a busy year for FCRW. 

We implemented our first 

scholarship program, awarding a 

$250 scholarship to one graduating 

senior in each of the 5 high schools 

in Fayette County. We held our 

second annual Tribute to Women 

brunch on July 14th, which honored 

11 outstanding women throughout 

Fayette County for their 

volunteerism and contributions to 

their communities. We participated 

in 5 parades and manned a booth 

at the county fair. We also 

completed another annual Literacy 

project. Details on these and other 

events are in this newsletter. 

Throughout the year, speakers at 

our monthly meetings provided 

timely information on issues 

affecting our County. 

 Jan. Donna Campbell, former 

candidate for the District 25 

Congressional seat, explained the 

extremely close 2010 election 

results and how critical it is to get 

voters to the polls in rural counties. 

Feb. Steve Box, Director of 

Environmental Stewardship, and 

David Van Dressar, Manager of the 

Fayette County Groundwater 

Conservation District, gave 

presentations illustrating the water 

tables which provide water to 

Fayette and surrounding counties 

and explained how pending 

legislation could adversely affect 

our control of those resources. 

Mar. Debra Medina, former 

gubernatorial candidate, discussed 

Presidentõs Message from Deborah Frank 

 a bill which had been submitted to 

the legislature to eliminate property 

taxes. 

Apr. Harvey Hayek spoke about the 

demise of area pecan trees and 

how the Fayette Power Plant 

emissions are affecting the 

surrounding properties. 

May Roger Wunderlich, a recently 

appointed Constable in Fayette 

County, explained his 

responsibilities and qualifications 

for the position. 

June Lauren Wied, legislative aid 

for Senator Glenn Hegar, presented 

the 2011 redistricting maps, which 

had recently been approved by the 

legislature, advising how the 

changes would affect Fayette 

County.  

July: No general meeting due to 

Tribute to Women brunch.  

Aug. Apostle Claver, founder and 

President of RagingElephants.org, 

an organization which works to 

increase the conservative voting 

base through racial diversity. He 

presented compelling data to 

emphasize the demographic crisis 

facing the Republican Party and 

highlight key aspects of his strategy 

to strengthen the Conservative 

movement. 

Sep. Dr. Marsha Farney, our 

District Representative on the State 

Board of Education, discussed the 

bills affecting education passed in 

the recent legislative session and 

their impact on our local schools 

and community. 
Oct. Lois Kolkhorst addressed our 
group. As the Texas House 

Representative for District 13 for 
the past 12 years, Lois has an 
outstanding record of listening to 
her constituents and working hard 
to make our voices heard in Austin.   
Nov. Justices on the Texas Third 
Court of Appeals: Jeff Rose, Bob 
Pemberton, and David Puryear. 
The Court is composed of a Chief 
Justice and 5 justices. It has 
intermediate appellate jurisdiction of 
both civil and criminal cases 
appealed from lower courts in 24 
counties of Texas; in civil cases 
where judgment rendered exceeds 
$100, exclusive of costs, and other 
civil proceedings as provided by 
law; and in criminal cases except in 
post-conviction writs of habeas 
corpus and where the death penalty 
has been imposed. The Justices 
explained that it is critical that we all 
understand the importance of 
keeping CONSERVATIVE Justices 
in place in this Court because, 
many times, liberals will attempt to 
circumvent the legislative process 
with litigation.  
Dec. Our annual Christmas party 
and officer installation meeting was 
held at The Oaks Restaurant in 
Warrenton. Congratulations for a 
job well done to the out-going 
officers, Judy Cook (Pres), Vicky 
Duncan (VP), Deborah Frank (Sec.) 
and Renee Diehl (Tres). Welcome 
to the incoming officers, Deborah 
Frank (Pres), Linda Stall (VP), 
Cindy Rodibaugh (Sec), and Nancy 
Grizzaffi (Tres). 
 
FCRW is looking forward to another 
busy and exciting year in 2012. We 
will be working hard to support 
conservative Republican 
candidates and to ensure that 
Obama is a ONE TERM president. 
Please join us! 
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ñéThank you for what you do to 

make our communities specialò. 

Lois Kolkhorst, Representative, Texas 

House District 13 

On Thursday, July 14th, the 
Fayette County Republican 
Women organization hosted 
its second annual Tribute to 
Women brunch, honoring the 
top ten outstanding women in 
Fayette County. This year 
the brunch was held at the 
beautiful Texas Czech 
Heritage and Cultural Center, 
at the Fayette County 
fairgrounds. The event was 
elegant and well attended 
with Key Note Speaker Toni 
Ann Dashiell, former 

FCRWõs Annual Tribute to Women Brunch 

Once again the Republican Women stepped 

up, with much-appreciated help from their men, 

to put together their patriotic float and 

participate in the oldest, continuous July 4
th
 

parade in Texas ï in Round Top. With the float 

filled to capacity, several other members of 

FCRW and the Fayette County Republican 

Party, walked alongside handing small 

American flags to the children watching the 

parade. Prior to that, on July 1
st
, FCRW had an 

entry in Flatoniaôs first Patriotic Day parade. 

Several flag-waiving members, including 

District Judge Jeff Steinhauser, rode in Rock 

Have Republican Float, Will Travelé 

 

President of TFRW and 
guest speaker Lois Kolkhorst 
® Brenham, who, with the 
recent redistricting, will now 
represent Fayette County in 
the Texas House of 
Representatives.  

While the main purpose of 
the brunch is to recognize 
these special women in our 
county and honor them for 
their volunteerism in their 
local communities, the event 
is also a fundraiser for 
FCRW.  All proceeds will be 

used in FCRWôs efforts to 
promote conservative causes 
and candidates, educate our 
members and others on local 
issues, and support our 
annual community programs, 
such as the Literacy project, 
which distributes dictionaries 
to all third graders in Fayette 
County, and our scholarship 
program, awarding a $250.00 
to one senior girl in each of 
the five high schools in 
Fayette County. 
Congratulations, Honorees! 

Laibsonôs 1952 Ford station wagon 

which was adorned with Republican 

signs and banners. A few weeks later 

Becky Berger decorated a small 

trailer and rallied members to 

participate in the Schulenburg 

Festival parade on Sunday, Aug. 7
th
. 

FCRW participated in three additional 

parades in Fayette County in 2011: 

Our float was in the Fayette County 

Fair parade, Sep. 3
rd

, in downtown 

La Grange (photo-L). Our entry in 

Fayettevilleôs Lickskillet Day parade, 

Oct. 16
th
, was a decorated truck and 

several miniature horses pulling 

carts. The very next weekend we 

participated in the Czhilispiel parade 

in Flatonia on Oct.30
th
 (photos-R). We 

had an impressive entry in that 

parade with six horses and riders, a 

decorated truck, and three miniature 

horses. While it does take some 

effort to decorate the float or vehicles 

and organize the participants, the 

crowdôs appreciation for our display 

of patriotism makes it all worthwhile. 

We feel itôs important to 

frequently remind our 

communities that our 

Countryôs freedoms are 

rare and we must all work 

hard to safeguard them for 

future generations of 

Americans. 

 

 

 

Front row L-R: Honorees Alice 
Wottlin ñGolden Girlò, Carole 
Nagel, Dorothy Stall. Back row L-
R: Event Chair, Victoria Duncan, 
Honorees Bev Blakeleye, Peggy 
Warnock, Lori Berger, Judy Pate, 
Barbara Smith, Pat Pavlk, Bea 
Dhooge, Elaine Thomas.  
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President: Deborah Frank, former FCRW 

Secretary 2010-2011, and Silent Auction Chair 

for the 2011 Tribute to Women brunch.   

VP/Program Chair: Linda Stall, former FCRW 

Publicity Chair and Program Chair 2010-2011,   

Scholarship Chair, and Sponsor Chair for 2011 

Tribute to Women brunch. 

Secretary: Cindy Rodibaugh, former FCRW 

Treasurer (2009-2010), 2011 Social Chair, and 

Decoration Committee Chair for 2011 Tribute to 

Women brunch. 

Treasurer: Nancy Grizzaffi joined FCRW in 

2011 and jumped right in to serve on the 

decorations committee for the Tribute to Women 

brunch. Nancy raises miniature paint horses on 

her ranch outside of Columbus. She brought 

several of her horses to participate in the 

FCRW/FCRP joint entries at both the 

Fayetteville Lickskillet Day and Flatonia 

Czhilispiel parades, which thrilled the children 

along the parade routes. 

FCRW Officers for 2012 - 2013 

 

We were thrilled when we 

learned that, with the 2011 

redistricting maps agreed 

to by the Texas 

Legislature, Fayette 

County was being moved 

into Lois Kolkhorstôs 

District 13.  In August, 

FCRW members Linda 

and David Stall, Pat and 

Charles Schmidt, along 

with Deborah Frank, 

began making plans for a 

county-wide meet and 

greet, giving Lois an 

opportunity to meet 

dozens of strong 

Republicans and have 

face-to-face conversations 

with them to hear their 

concerns and 

expectations of her as 

their new Representative.  

FCRW Gives a Warm Welcome to Fayette Countyõs new State 
Representative 

  Pat Schmidt and State 

Representative Lois Kolkhorst 

walking and greeting the crowds at 

the Fayette County Fair parade in 

September.  

 

 

Their first stop was in 

Round Top where Lois 

met with several of the 

community leaders. Next 

stop was at the home of 

Deborah Frank and 

husband Rock Laibson 

where about 30 people 

from the La Grange area 

shared a light brunch with 

Lois. Her final stop was at 

the home of Bill and Anne 

Wright, outside of 

Flatonia, where a group of 

about 25 were served 

cocktails. Lois was 

extremely appreciative of 

our efforts and getting the 

chance to meet so many 

new constituents in 

relaxed and friendly 

settings. She later 

participated in the FC Fair 

parade, visited our 

Republican booth, and 

was the guest speaker at 

our October general 

meeting. 

 August 19
th
 meet and greet: Lois 

at the Wrightôs home (top) and 

Deborahôs home (bottom).   

 

L-R: Nancy Grizzaffi, Linda Stall, Deborah Frank, Cindy Rodibaugh 
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As mentioned in the 

Presidentôs message, 

FCRW instituted our first 

scholarship program in 

2011, awarding a $250 

scholarship to one 

graduating senior in each 

of the five high schools in 

Fayette County. 

Applicants were evaluated 

on their leadership 

activities in local 

organizations, their 

2011 FCRW Scholarship Winners 

 

For the second year in a row, our 

Literacy Chair was Stephanie 

Steinhauser.  Once again, she 

orchestrated the delivery and 

presentation of encyclopedic 

dictionaries to every third grade 

student in Fayette County.  Her 

presentations not only got these 

students excited about receiving 

their dictionary but with the wide 

variety of information it contains. 

In addition to the basic word 

spelling and definitions, the 

dictionary contains information on 

all the U.S. Presidents, astrology, 

geography, and much more ï 

such as sign language. Stephanie 

is somehow able to capture and 

maintain the studentsô attention 

even in very large groups, like the 

one at Hermes Elementary in La 

Grange, of about 115 students. In 

addition to the dictionary 

presentations, Stephanie selected 

and presented an adult and a 

children book to the Fayette 

Public Library.  Of course, we are 

thrilled that she has once again 

stepped up and will continue as 

FCRWôs Literacy Chair in 2012.

2011 Literacy Project Led to Success by Stephanie Steinhauser 

 

ñInfluencing Texans 

through Educationò is 

FCRWôs motto. What 

better place to start than 

with our High School 

students? 

ñThird grade is a crucial 

time for children. Itôs 

typically when they go 

from learning to read,  

to reading to learn.ò 

conservative values and 

goals, recommendation 

letters from teachers and 

community leaders, and 

an essay written by the 

applicant. The winners 

were: Jessica Bernhausen 

(Round Top-Carmine); 

Megan Steinhauser 

(Flatonia); Michelle 

Kubena (La Grange); 

Natalie Gabler 

(Schulenburg); and Karley 

Bisbano (Fayetteville). 

The scholarships were 

presented at graduation or 

award ceremonies in May. 

Our congratulations to 

these outstanding young 

women! 

Note: Proceeds from our 

2011 Tribute to Women 

Brunch fundraiser have 

provided the funds 

needed for our 2012 

scholarships. 

  

  

Above: Stephanie presenting the 2011
th
 dictionary to a student 

at Fayetteville Elementary; Below: Stephanie with the class at 

St. Rose Elementary in Schulenburg.
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On January 11, 2011 a 

group of FCRW members 

drove to Austin to attend 

the opening day 

ceremonies of the 82nd 

Texas Legislature. In 

addition to watching the 

House Representatives 

take their oath, we heard 

Governor Perryôs 

welcoming speech, and 

Lt. Governor Dewhurst 

introduce and instruct 

them as to their duties as 

State Representatives. 

While at the Capitol, we 

visited the offices of 

several Representatives 

and were able to have 

conversations with a few 

of them, including Lois 

Kolkhorst, Tim 

Kleinschmidt, and Glenn 

FCRW Group Goes to Austin for 1st Day of 2011 Legislative Session 

 

On the evening of Dec. 5
th
, 

we held our annual FCRW 
Christmas party at The 
Oaks Restaurant in 
Warrenton. We had a 
wonderful crowd, superb 
entertainment, and a 
terrific meal. Everyone had 
a great time visiting, and 
singing Christmas carols 
after the dinner and officer 
installation.  
We had several visitors 
including four candidates 
who will be running for 
various positions in 2012: 
Madeleine Connor, 
Candidate for Judge on 3

rd
 

Court of Appeals; Glenn 
Addison, Candidate for US 
Senate seat being vacated 

2011 Annual Christmas Party ð The Perfect Closure to a Great Year! 

 

 

 

 

Hegar. Next, we had lunch in 

the Capitol cafeteria where 

we ran into quite a few folks 

who knew Linda Stall from 

her days of fighting the Trans-

Texas Corridor. (It was like 

being with a celebrity!). 

Before leaving, we toured 

other areas of the Capitol. As 

befitting the great state of 

Texas, it is a very beautiful 

and impressive building.  

            

 

  

by Kay Bailey Hutchison; 
Becky Berger, Candidate for 
State Railroad Commissioner; 
George Morovich, Candidate 
for US Congress. 
We also welcomed a new 
FCRW Board member, Kathy 
Collins, who will serve as our 
Publicity Chair in 2012. 
This was a great way to close 
out 2011, celebrate our 
accomplishments, thank our 
out-going officers, and prepare 
for our work in 2012! 

  

 

 
FCRW Group attending the 1

st
 day of the 2011 

Legislative session (L-R): Arnold Romberg, Kathleen 

Leininger, Linda Stall, Cindy Rodibaugh, Marie Day, 

Deborah Frank 

Entertainers: ñStrings of Graceò (L-R) Stu Raef, 
Dianne Raef, Hal Stall, Dorothy Stall 

***  2011 �² Our Start and  Finish! ***  


